PRIMITIVE EMOTIONS AND THE FAMILY
development, since on its success depends not only the possibility
of a normal growth of the sexual trends to full maturity, but
also, to a great extent, the occasion and opportunity for the
unfolding of many of the higher altruistic tendencies and
motives.
It is natural that, in the gradual transition from auto-
erotism to object love, the first object of the child's affection
should be chosen from amongst those who administer to its
bodily needs and comfort. Thus it is probable that in the con-
ditions of normal family life, the mother or the nurse is, in
nearly all cases, the first person selected. It would appear,
however, that at a relatively very early age, the sex of the
child begins to exert an influence on die choice of the loved
object, so that (as we have already noted) we find after a time
a predominant tendency for selection of the parent of the
opposite sex as the object of affection. This perhaps takes Hetero-
place to some extent in virtue of an already ripening tendency sexuality
to heterosexual selection in the child. But there can be little
doubt that in many cases another factor is to some extent
operative in bringing about this result, i. e. the tendency of
the child -to appreciate and to return the manifestations of
affection that- are shown towards it. Now the parents in virtue
of their developed heterosexual inclinations tend very frequently
to feel most attracted to those of their children who are of the
opposite sex to their own and thus (consciously or unconsciously)
to indulge in greater manifestations of affection towards such
children; this unequal distribution of affection being in turn
perceived and reciprocated by the children themselves.
This reciprocation on the part of the child of the hetero-
sexual preferences of the parents undoubtedly plays a very
large part in the development of normal heterosexuality: just
how large is this part compared with that played by the in-
stinctive heterosexual reactions of the child, it is difficult or
impossible to say in the present state of our knowledge, since
in any given case the two factors are apt to be very closely
interrelated. The question is of interest because the relative
influence of the two factors must, it would appear, largely
determine the extent to which the direction of a child's sexual
desires is dependent upon innate and upon environmental
causes respectively. Should the direction of a child's object